10th International Plant Virus Epidemiology
Symposium Held in India

The 10th International Plant Virus Epidemiology (IPVE) Symposium, themed “Controlling
Epidemics of Emerging and Established Plant Virus Diseases—The Way Forward,” was held in
October 2007 at the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT),
Hyderabad, India. The symposium, first ever of the series to be held in Asia, was attended by 217
scientists and students from 27 countries contributing to a total 58 oral presentation and 118 poster
presentations. Abstracts of oral and poster presentations were published and distributed to all
participants.

The symposium began with the introduction by P. Lava Kumar (International Institute of Tropical
Agriculture, Nigeria), convener of the 10th IPVE Symposium; welcome addresses by F. Waliyar
(ICRISAT), chair of the Organizing Committee; inaugural address by D. Keatinge (deputy
director general of ICRISAT); and inaugural lecture by R. A. C. Jones (Agriculture Research
Western Australia), chair of the IPVE Committee, on the topic “Dynamics of plant viruses at the
interface of ancient and recent agroecosystems,” with N. Rishi (president of the Indian Virological
Society) presiding the inaugural session.

Presentations and discussions held under eight separate technical sessions during the 4 days focused
on the causes for the emergence of several unknown viruses and the resurgence of several established
viruses and on advances in plant virus epidemiology and disease management, well reflecting the
theme of the symposium.

A contingent of virologists from the United States, J. M. Alvarez, Idaho State University, Aberdeen;
U. Melcher, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater; F. Nutter, Jr., Iowa State University, Ames; and
H. R. Pappu, Washington State University, Pullman, delivered the keynote presentations. Other
participants from the United States included N. Bharathan, Indiana University of Pennsylvania,
Indiana; S. J. Castle, USDA-ARS, Arizona; S. D. Eigenbrode, University of Idaho, Moscow; K.
Maramorosch, Rutgers-University of New Jersey, New Brunswick; and N. Prabhaker, University
of California, Riverside.
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In other keynote and invited lectures, results of ongoing research on diverse crops, viruses, and
vectors in different parts of the world were presented by J. M. Thresh, United Kingdom; I. Barker,
Peru; S. Winter, Germany; P. Lava Kumar, Nigeria; R. A. A. van der Vlugt, the Netherlands; A. E.
Aboul-Ata and K. Makkouk, Egypt; J. Kundu, Czech Republic; F. Waliyar, R. K. Khetarpal, K.
Muralidharan, K. S. Ravi, and A. Varma, India; A. Fereres, Spain; S. Blanc, D. Fargette, and H.
Lecoq, France; C. Bragard, Belgium; T. Kiihne, Germany; A. Gal-On, G. Loebenstein, and Y.
Antignus, Isracl; M. Tkegami, Japan; and B. Rodoni, M. J. Fletcher, and K. Anderson, Australia.
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In the business session, a new IPVE Committee was constituted. This session also discussed poten-
tial interaction and coordination between the International Plant Virus Epidemiology Group and
the Plant Virus Ecology Coordination Network (PVEN) of the United States, led by U. Melcher
(Oklahoma State University, Stillwater) and C. Malmstrém (Michigan State University, East
Lansing). This led to a decision to hold the next symposium of the IPVE jointly with the PVEN
meeting in the United States in 2010.

In the concluding session, R. A. C. Jones, chair of the IPVE Committee, and F. Waliyar, chair of the
Organizing Committee, congratulated the organization team, particularly P. Lava Kumar, for the
excellent organization of a successful meeting. They also conveyed special thanks to R. K. Khetarpal = :
(National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources, India), K. Muralidharan (Directorate of Rice Research, :
India), and K. S. Ravi (Mahyco Research Foundation, India) for excellent support. The meeting i
ended with ceremony by honoring all the keynote speakers and session cochairs. R. A. C. Jones, K.
Maramorosch, and J. M. Thresh were recognized for their long-standing contributions to the success
of the IPVE Committee. A PDF version of the abstract book may be obtained by sending an e-mail
to L.kumar@cgiar.org. m
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